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HEOM: ITPOEKT NIPEOBPA3OBAHUA
KOPOJIEBCTBA CAYIOBCKAS APABUS

B pamxax oaunoii cmamvu paccmampuearomcs nepcnekmusbl co30aHus
20pooa, He umeiowe2o anHano208 6 mupe, 8 coomeemcmauu ¢ npoekmom NEOM,
npeonosicenHviM Hacieouvim npunyem Cayooscxoi Apaeuu Myxammedoom Oum
Canmanom. [annas unuyuamuea s61aemcs 0OHOU U3 COCMAsIsIOuWUX 8ceo0b-
eMawWe20 NiaHa no Mpamchopmayuy CoOyUaIbHO-IKOHOMULECKOU CUCHEeMbl
cmpanvl — «Saudi Vision — 2030». Ananus pazpabomannou cmpamezuu u 3manos
€€ gonnoueHUs MOJNCEM NPEeOCMAsIsMb UHMepec OISl HAYYHO20 U3YUEHUsL 68UOY
c80ell HOBU3HBI U HEOOHO3HAUHOCIU Peanu3ayul 8 YClo8Usx ciabo0Cc80eHHO
nycmuinHo mecmuocmu Apasutickoeo noryocmposa. B pezynomame uccnedosa-
HUSL YCMAHOBNEeHA NPOMUEOPEUUBOCHb, BO3HUKAIOWASL U3-30 HECOOMBEMCIEUS.
pecypcos 08 peanusayuu npoeKma ¢ NOCMABLeHHbBIMU 3A0a4aMU, UMEIouUMU
abcmpaxkmuo-meopemudeckuti xapaxkmep. Tlomumo smoeo, ghymypucmuunocmo
npoexma NEOM npu 6écex e20 noiosicumenbHuix Xapakmepucmukax, 3axKmouaio-
WUXCA 8 IKONOSUUHOCMU U MEXHONOSUYHOCMU, NOOHUMAem npooiemy npueam-
HOCMU OAHHBIX, PABEHCNBA BO3MONCHOCEL U NPABOBOT 3AUUUEHHOCMU NOMEH-
YUATHHBIX PE3UOEHTNO08 KYMHO20 20PO0ay.

Knroueswvie cnosa: 2opoo 6ydywezo, NEOM, Cayodosckas Apasus, mparc-
gopmayuonnas npoepamma, Cayooscrkoe Buoenue — 2030.
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This paper examines the prospects for creating a city that has no analogues in
the world, in accordance with the NEOM project proposed by the Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman. This initiative is one of the compo-
nents of a comprehensive plan to transform the country's socio-economic sys-
tem — Saudi Vision — 2030!" The analysis of the developed strategy and the stages
of its implementation may be of interest for scientific research due to its novelty
and ambiguity of implementation in the poorly developed desert terrain of the
Arabian Peninsula. As a result of the study, an inconsistency has been established
that arises due to the discrepancy between resources for the implementation of
the project and the tasks that are of an abstract theoretical nature. In addition, the
futuristic nature of the NEOM project, with all its positive characteristics, which
are environmental sustainability and technological effectiveness, raises the prob-
lem of data privacy, equality of opportunities and legal protection of potential
residents of the $mart city”

Key words: city of the future, NEOM, Saudi Arabia, transformation program,
Saudi Vision — 2030.

1. Introduction. The rapidly changing reality of the globalizing world requires
states to make fundamentally new decisions, create projects that will transform
domestic socio-economic relations, form an attractive investment and techno-
logical environment to maintain or strengthen their geopolitical positions in the
world arena. Saudi Arabia decided to follow this path, whose Crown Prince has
been actively pursuing a policy of implementing the Saudi Vision 2030 project
for 5 years, the goal of which is to restructure an economic foundation based on
the oil and gas industry. One of the elements of achieving this goal is the renewal
of the urban environment, the construction of cities of the future, which should
be environmentally friendly, technically equipped and attractive for highly qual-
ified specialists in advanced spheres. Such a project is NEOM: a Saudi initiative
that is being implemented before our eyes and draws the attention of urbanists,
investors, scientists from all over the world. Studying this program, as well as the
stages of its implementation, will make it possible to draw up a possible picture
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of the future cities of our planet, which will have to reduce the anthropological
burden and contribute to the achievement of the environmental goals in the field
of sustainable development, developed at the UN General Assembly in 2015.

2. Methodology. At the moment, the topic under consideration is poorly
studied both in the Russian-speaking and foreign scientific community and has
only episodic comprehension in the articles of such leading foreign journals as
The New York Times Magazine [11], The Wall Street Journal [7], etc. However,
there is a significant amount of accumulated information on theoretical and prac-
tical urban studies that is directly related to the NEOM project, which should
become an ideal environment for life, work, recreation, what corresponds to the
basic postulates of urbanists who highly appreciate the role of cities in the further
development of modern civilization. Prominent scientists who developed urban
planning problems are the American sociologist, Professor at the University of
Chicago Saskia Sassen [6. P. 399] the American geographer John Friedmann
[3. P. 194], the Russian urbanist, architect A.A. Vysokovsky [10. P. 235]. It is
also worth noting that urban issues attract the attention of not only scientists, but
also an increasing number of representatives of the younger generation who are
actively trying to change the urban environment, making it more accessible for
pedestrians and people with disabilities.

Having considered the relevance and scientific development of the topic
under consideration, it is worth moving on to the methodological basis of this
work. The research is based on the following methods: analytical, inductive and
deductive generalization, the method of classification and specification, which
allows a multilateral theoretical study of the NEOM project.

3. Results. What is NEOM? This is a project whose main goal is to combine
technology, entrepreneurship, science and innovation in order to create a city of
endless possibilities. Its preliminary cost is $ 550 billion, and its size is compa-
rable to such European states as Albania, Belgium and North Macedonia and is
equal to 26,500 km2. As part of this large-scale initiative, it is planned to cre-
ate an environment in which people and technology can coexist in harmony and
create a future in such areas as energy, manufacturing, agricultural technology,
and healthcare. The site chosen for the project has a varied landscape: from long
sandy beaches to mountains, while the climate is on average 10 degrees lower
than in the rest of the GCC (the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the
Gulf) countries [4].

One of the fundamental foundations of NEOM is to ensure high mobility of
tourists and residents, therefore, it is planned to create a smart city "The Line"
on the territory of NEOM, which, according to Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, will stretch 170 km in length and be able to accommodate a million
residents. There will be no personal transport in The Line, in 5 minutes it will be
possible to reach all the necessary infrastructure facilities, while a trip from one
end of the city to the other will take 20 minutes. In addition, the city will be 100%
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provided with green energy generated by renewable sources. With the potential
to utilize 20 MJ/m2 of solar power due to its desert location as well as wind and
water power, NEOM has the potential to become one of the most environmentally
friendly cities in the world. The result will be a pedestrian-friendly community
and environment free from pollution, while transport, digital and public utility
infrastructure will be discreetly integrated into the space allocated for the city [4].

It is important to note that with the help of constructing this city, Saudi Arabia
plans to highlight its strategic geographical position: to become a center of world
trade and an affordable tourist destination for 70% of the world's population due
to the recently built airport, which allows passengers to get to various major inter-
national hubs in a matter of hours. Effectively built connections between districts
of the city, as well as with other countries, will create a multicultural environment
and ensure inclusiveness.

The economic factor in the development of this project is one of the main
drivers of its implementation. NEOM plans to develop nanotechnology, 3D print-
ing, robotics, renewables and many other things, which are often constrained
by outdated and ineffective laws and inappropriate infrastructure. In this regard,
NEOM will become a special economic zone with its own taxation system, which
will increase the investment attractiveness of the region through ensuring finan-
cial transparency, eliminating bureaucratic barriers and forming a legal frame-
work that guarantees the rights of people in NEOM [1].

To date, a number of contracts have been signed with large companies to start
the project. For example, the US construction company Bechtel will build an
underground transport system, and the UK company Solar Water Plc will begin
construction of a "solar dome" desalination plant. In addition, an agreement was
signed for constructing a $5 billion world-scale green hydrogen-based ammonia
production facility powered by renewable energy sources for the further sup-
ply and export of environmentally friendly hydrogen for the transport industry.
Construction work has already begun to create housing for the workers who will
build The Line's infrastructure. According to the calculations of the kingdom’s
government, the NEOM project will create 380 thousand jobs and will attract $
180 billion to the kingdom's treasury by 2030.

4. Discussion. This project looks extremely attractive, promising, but many
are wondering about its feasibility, giving the example of the King Abdullah
Economic City, a large-scale project of six cities launched by the previous mon-
arch of Saudi Arabia Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in 2005, which was aimed
at increasing investment attractiveness of the country by 2010. According to the
Financial Times, by 2018 only one of 6 cities with a population of 7,000 had been
developed, far below the target of 2.5 million. [8] The low level of education of
the Saudi people, the weak interest of Western investors in this high-cost and
risky project in connection with the availability of alternative opportunities for
the development of similar, but less futuristic cities in the UAE, where doing
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business, according to the World Bank, is safer and more transparent [2], reduce
the likelihood of the implementation of the outlined tasks not only by 2025-2030,
but also by the next decade. In turn, it would be unprofitable for Saudi Arabia
alone to invest such a colossal amount of 550 billion dollars that, according to
the late journalist, a critic of the House of Saud, Khashoggi could bankrupt the
country.

There are also concerns about the confidentiality of personal information of
residents of the future high-tech city, whose information systems will collect huge
amounts of data about residents in order to "predict and satisfy all their needs."
The main idea is to connect people and IT inventions as much as possible, to
save the former from unnecessary troubles in everyday life, to save their time and
energy, as well as to provide a high level of service. However, it is worth thinking
about the attractiveness of the city for residents, about whom all information will
be available on the megacomputers of the NEOM control center. The willingness
of people to sacrifice the privacy of their data for a life without any obligation
raises significant questions and sheds doubt on the end result of this initiative [9].

The eviction of 20,000 Bedouin members of the Huwaitat tribe, who were
forced to flee their homes, also provoked controversial reactions, and one of the
farmers, who refused to leave his land, was soon shot and killed by the Saudi
secret services.

Regardless of which city is being built, its fundamental philosophy must
remain unchanged: the harmonious development of various spheres of urban life.
Undoubtedly, the quality of the urban environment depends on the economic fac-
tor, the quality of ecology, technological development, which is constantly talked
about and written by the supporters of the project, but nothing is known about
how fair the created environment will be and who can afford to live in it [5].

5. Conclusion. It is difficult to argue with the fact that the NEOM project
is full of ambitious ideas, but for its implementation it is necessary to soften the
conservative Sharia legal system, ensure human rights and freedoms, which is a
serious problem in a country with dominant authoritarianism, develop a system
for protecting private information, as well as specifying details on taking each
of the steps to build a “green, sustainable, efficient” city, The Line, and fully
implement the NEOM plan. The investment attractiveness of an expensive pro-
ject cannot be based only on beautiful pictures, videos, active advertising and
basic facts about how the city of the future will look like. A long-term, well-
thought business strategy, each stage of the implementation of which is outlined
for certain periods and distributed financial spending, in connection with techno-
logical developments that provide currently unrealizable transport opportunities,
can become more convincing tools for attracting investments necessary for the
full-scale implementation of NEOM.
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